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Leaving the quaint Croatian village, we turn off onto a dirt road
and follow the track by the towering corn stalks. Turning again
onto a dirt path, we come to a clearing with a dozen ramshackle
houses. Though built new just a few years ago, they are already
crumbling, with graffiti on the walls and trash all around. One of
the one-room houses has been replaced by a dilapidated
camper, the house having been taken down earlier after a huge
crack developed. Inside are a broken full-length mirror, a loaf of
bed on an old table, an unmade bed, and bare concrete floors
Despite the dirty, impoverished conditions, the children have
smiles. I ask one little girl, who is holding her younger sibling on her hip, how old she is but she replies that
she doesn’t know. Bob knows so many of the kids by name and marvels and how they have grown. Several
years back they were the little ones in the UNA Bible clubs. An 18 month-old girl stares at us with big brown
eyes, peering out of her dirty face, under her tangled hair. Her
16 year-old mother who is holding her is five months pregnant;
the 15 year-old father of the kids stands next to her beaming.
The wonderful news is that the mafia guy who was taking
away their welfare checks was sent to prison and now that
group is too scared to extort the village. In fact, Bob said it is
the most peaceful he’s seen the village in a long time. Looking back at our prayer calendar for 8/21, I see that
the request for that day was that this village would find “freedom from the oppression of the mafia who extort,
threaten and hurt the residents” of this village. God is answering this prayer and I believe he will move in this
village.
Yet, it is surely an uphill climb. How can there be transformation without a believing family living there as an
example, without the people having the Bible translated into their dialect, and without the people being taught
to read? So much still to do …
Thanks for praying. For more pictures, visit our first blog here. Todd
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